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TAGS: SEATO 

SUB J : DISSOLUTION OF SEATO 

REF: CANBERRA 5459 

1. AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR CALLED ON ME TODAY ON 

ON INSTRUCTIONS TO REPORT ON THE DECISIONS REGARDING THE 
FUTURE OF SEATO WHICH HAD BEEN TAKEN IN THE COURSE OF 
FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI'S VISIT TO AUSTRALIA. THE 
AMBASSADOR STATED THAT FONMIN CHATCHAI HAD APPARENTLY 
CHANGED HIS MIND DURING THE VISIT AND HAD REACHED 
AGREEMENT WITH THE AUSTRALIANS THAT THE SEATO SECRETARY 
GENERAL SHOULD BE INSTRUCTED TO COME UP WITH A PLAN 
FOR DISSOLVING THE SEATO STRUCTURE WHICH COULD BE CON- 
SIDERED AT THE MINISTERIAL MEETING IN NEW YORK IN 
SEPTEMBER. 

2. THE AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR SAID THAT HE WOULD MAKE 
A PROPOSAL ALONG THE FOREGOING LINES AT THE SEATO 
COUNCIL REPS MEETING WHICH IS TO TAKE PLACE IN BANGKOK 
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CHATCHAI HAD BEEN VERY EMPHATIC ON THIS SUBJECT IN 
CAMBERRA, THE POSSIBILITY EXISTED THAT HE WAS TALKING 
OFF THE CUFF AND THAT HIS POSITION DID NOT TRULY RE- 
PRESENT THAT OF THE THAI GOVERNMENT. IT WAS CANBER- 
RA'S VIEW HOWEVER THAT ACTION COULD BE TAKEN PROMPTLY 
WITH REGARD TO THE FUTURE OF SEATO AND THAT THERE WAS 
SUFFICIENT TIME BETWEEN NOW AND THE MINISTERIAL MEET- 
ING FOR THE SECRETARY GENERAL TO COME UP WITH A 
PHASED PLAN WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED BY THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER. 

3. THE AUSTRALIANS ARE CLEARLY PRESSING HARD TO 
DISSOLVE SEATO SWIFTLY BUT THE RTG 
POSITION AT AUGUST 20 COUNCIL REPS MEETING MAY BE 
SOMEWHAT MODIFIED FORM CHATCHAI'S AGREEMENT WITH 
WILLISES IN CANBERRA. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY COM- 
MENTS THE DEPARTMENT MAY WISH US TO MAKE REGARDING 
THE PROPOSED AUSTRALIAN INITIATIVE AT COUNCIL REPS 
MEETING AUGUST 20. UNLESS OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED WE 
WILL STATE THAT THE PROPOSAL IS UNDER CONSIDERATION 
IN WASHINGTON. 
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